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Stop grazing on those goofy
preconceptions, because blood
runs evenin‘the veins ;=
of a Berkéley vegetarian™ =

By Cullen Curtiss You will never find me in the mid-

Nt dle of a river fishing for trout, And

am at a restaurant with a friend, m_ww._. ﬂmmwﬁz never, ever would | have sex with a
She orders the skewered lamb. : camivore. ) )

_ My decision is easy. | order the walking in the grace of Cod. T eould addresi each one of these

only dish 1l eat, the Veggie De-
light, a marvelous medley of vegeta-
bles I've never heard of thrown to-

smm woss generalizations individually,
Nothing would give me more plea.
sure ~ like finally getting rid of the
playground buily, the kid who's nev.
er had an original thought. But in-
stead, 'l just admit to an almost
visceral backlash that can be sum-
med up with the following declara-

I've heard it before. Apparently, it
Is 2 widely held belief that vegetan-
ans are the nicest, fairest, purest,
happiest, most well-adjusted, politi-
cally correct people youll ever
meet. Now, | may be one aof the
mare welladjusted people out
there, but it has nothing to do with

gether in an unwieldy pile over
brown rice. | ask the waiter to hold
the melted cheese,

My friend drops her head into her
hands, She has this tendency to be
histrionic, 5o | am not too alarmed. | )  to do v

" am prepared for anything. eating like a rabbit. It is in direct
“Shelley, what is it?* ' propertion to how much sex | am
“You must hate me,” she sys, having. At the time of this dinner
pouting. . . with Shelley, my boyfriend and 1
Now, I've no clue what she's talk- 3
ing about. I've disliked het in the
past, thought about how some situa-

tion: | am in search of a bumper
sticker [ once waw on the back of 2
pickup truck that read, "1 love ani-
rmals, that's why | eat them.”

Giddy is how [ et imagining the
people driving behind me on the
freewny feeling rather uncomfort.

o Ti
under water would have been good. thinking, God, that girl's sas.

tions would have been less compli- All of the aforementioned super- r

cated If I'd never met her, but no,  latives aside, asa cardcanrying vege- g 104 think they don't even {

I've never E_. her. Hhun.._ 1 love E__-aﬁﬁw.n_.o.-w-u_.soh.ﬁa.n p g 3 -
“What the hell are you talking produce, wear hemp vole i .

about?” . for Ralph Nader, recycle and prefer  Fstand Loy beskie e bl E.w
“You're so good. So healthy. So bare feet over shoes. [ eat vegetables When

g:?ainuno_in?:m-

pure. | make you sicl, don't I7 You
i i u ger. 1am a freedom fighter. ] am not e

think I'm a pig.”

‘
She's definitely a slob, No man- ~ “aggressive. | love reading and bum- foet, ~ Ao ga ot N
ners and the whole bit, but I've had ing incense. Bikes, independent P efontte nott rabbit — you're &

dinner with her family, and so I bookstores, and art films get a2 human!™ ghe smid. .~ * A
forgive her. thumbs up from me. Public madio is I thanked her for the vote of con-
“What the hell are you talking cool, Howard Stern is not. 1 hate fidence. -

abour?

‘excessive packaging, television, and
-canned soda X 4

1 am a good listener. 1 don't drink
hard liquor or smoke cigarettes. [
Imow hew much water it takes to
grow grain for mising cattle; I know
who to boycott; | know what eating
steroids will do to my children; |
kmow who is being exploited in the
name of Amenica’s beef habit. Wild-
life preserves are good, ski areas and
golf courses are not. | never stray
from marked trails — I fear erosion
more than a Republican in office.

“I  just ordered skewered
BAAAAA"

Al this juncture | should mention
that in addition to her other charm-
ing habits, she does a very believable
imitation of a baby lamb. Only now
that we've got the crowded restau-
rant'’s immediate attention do | wish
1 could have caught on a little earii-
er. Then we might be talking pri-
vately about how she thinks my
choice to be 2 herbivore means 1am

"= 1hope for the same level of un-
dentanding tonight.
“Indulge me, Shelley. What am |
wearing’™
“Your leather jacket,” she says.
Now, 1 credit Shelley with being
smart, Le., she comes to her own
1 without external direc-

tions. Her logic is sound, her intu-

ition is attuned. She can understand

a subtle gesture. Evidently, not to-
 might,

is perhaps my most coveted piece of
propesty. It makes me feel like the
lead singer of & hardsocking chick
band. It makes me feel like [ live in a
rough neighborhood where you get
by on your wits. It makes me feel
cunning and mw. "
‘Who 1 think | am is wem into the

.;?Fi_iﬁinzm

somehow. But a leather jacket is 2
monster of a statement.

No different, really, from a mink
coat or stole, except you look more
EESBM&EEE:YE
ing ing with a sharp edge.
and so the animal rights activists
with their bottles of ketchup tend to
let you valk on by unbloodied.

bomn a different person t
People who wore leathe:
jackets were bad; they ran away

lives. They squashed things with
their heavy boots, and their friend-

e ships were ephemeral.

-5.5—5.!:-.»&.5 when | re-

“It would if | had to eat it.™

“So you're not judging me for

stuffing my face with the meat of a3

m once woally little lamb?™

" “Why would [7” [ ask, inspecting
:  astarshaped green vegetable.

"Because you're a vegetarian(™
She demands, slamming her hands
on the table. “It's like a religion.
You're the Jehovah's Witness of Di-
etz You should be teiling me I've
sinned”

I eat vegetables for political reasons.”
I'will live longer. | am a freedom fighter..
;a_:nn.nmmﬂﬁ.ﬂ_...w. Tlove reading -~

o bysiag s | cxeas:

.y

. msf...ﬂ..dmaﬁu. _Smm.ﬂ

tumed home a few Ch ago
proudly clad in my new black leath-
er jacket. Though I'd fined with
darkness many times before, it had

ice  been in the midst of adolescent con-

Ret

Pethaps [ should have proceeded
with my litany of didactic questions

regarding Exhibit A when [ had the h

chance. What was this jacket in its

former life? How would you make a

complete meal out of what | am

wearing? Mashed potatoes and
?

coms
“You don't get it, do you?™ | ask.
Wide-cyed, she says, “What's to

7
A big question to answer. Bottom

=g} line, there's 3 lot to get. Mote each

forgoing the - MacDonald's
through. I'd welcome the challenge,
but somehow my 16 years of vege-
tarianism have made me transcen-

day, You've got to be willing to
wnthesize a whole lot of divene
information just to reach an educat-
ed guess. Imagine if there wert
agent software that could direct
you, not only to the books you want

!

made, whete it dept,
habits were. Too precious, | .
but there's a certain genuinenes to
it I find attractive. 4

E
Ayt

«and kind to animale Truly, though,

it's more responsibility than [ an
handle. It's ail | can do to remind
people that 2 vegetarian might be
driven only by a preference for vege-
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